Reading for Pleasure Newsletter—Spring 2026

BUCKLESHAM BOOKWORMS

Learner Led Informal Social with Texts that Tempt

In this issue: Dear Reader

* ERICtime Spring has sprung and so has reading across school! | don't have to
. look very hard to see and hear reading for pleasure everywhere.
Library Update Staff and children regularly discuss books with each other. We've

had so many new books, author visits and lots of
New Texts creative writing linked to books that inspire the

children ('m looking at you Bunny vs Monkey!) And | &+
did I mention the pure poetry buzz that has E
blossomed? I've never seen a school enjoy poetry
like Bucklesham, we have children writing poems
and hearing them every week. It really is quite an
achievement and something we will continue for

|
- G R years to come!

Mrs Greatrex

Poetry by Heart
Author Visit
« Book Club

Everyone Read In Class
On World Book Day we had an ERIC session, slightly different
to our current independent reading time. The children can
choose where they sit, who they sit by, how and what they
read—essentially, it's a social time. Staff also join in, reading
alongside the children. As you can imagine it was very popu-
lar and we hope to hold this as a weekly session across school
from September. The research tells us that when reading is
learner led, informal and social, _

children are more engaged with g
reading. It's also a great chance
for them to see our staff as read- ¥
ing role models and get to know
us as readers as well!

MICHAEL
MORPURGO,
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Our first Poetry By Heart assembly was stun-
ning, it's a brave thing to get up to perform in
front of peers—all the children did themselves
proud. | hope these poems will stay with them
as they grow. A highlight was seeing how
confident Rosie was, Nola’s courage in per-
forming a very long poem, Ms K’s amazing rap
poem and Miss Rudge’s Double Trouble poem
about being a twin. Well done to all who took
part. We will continue
to share our poems
every fortnight in the |

Summer |
POETRY BY ..
Author Visit. It was great to have Cat HEVRT
Weldon in twice this term. On the
World Book Day visit she discussed her
How to be a Hero series and during the
= Red Hat Reading Festival
she focused on her Amelia
Cheeseheart graphic nov-
els. The children got to
create their own graphic
novels in a workshop with
her, along with two inter-
active assemblies.
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MYTH BUSTING! There are a lot of myths
about reading for pleasure, this latest piece

of researclh really highlights these myths i.n Michael Rosen’s YouTube channel is full of
e Dectine in IRk acce55|ble-way. My take aways from it f | o ioc and poems, performed
(Erooe ety are: older children want us to help them by the man himself. EYFS re-

sl find books and boy:.; do like reading—I cently won his new book, Oh §
——mmll completely agree! It's important to remem- Dear. Look What | Got, and it's
ber reading is different for us all. Click here ' '

to read the pamphlet.

Jroem——

become a firm favourite!

Summer Term: There is still lots to look forward to as we move into the Summer term. We have The Roving
Bookshop coming to school on Weds 6th May. We will host our second Booknic, this year will have a poetry
focus. There will also be a parent Booknic. We are planning a summer book swap and I'll be hosting an after
school club for children and parents (year two and three) —watch this space! Happy Easter and Happy Reading.

IF YOU HAVE ANY ADULT OR CHILDREN BOOKS TO DONATE FOR THE BOOK SWAP PLEASE BRING TO THE OFFICE DURING THE SUMMER 1
TERM. THANKS IN ADVANCE.
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https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/poems/double-trouble
https://cdn.ourfp.org/wp-content/uploads/20250626115546/Loh-C.-E.-et-al.-2025-The-Decline-in-Volitional-Reading-Evidence-Informed-Ways-Forward.pdf
https://cdn.ourfp.org/wp-content/uploads/20250626115546/Loh-C.-E.-et-al.-2025-The-Decline-in-Volitional-Reading-Evidence-Informed-Ways-Forward.pdf
https://thephoenixcomic.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/@MichaelRosenOfficial

