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YouTube is a popular platform with both adults and young people. We have created a guide to 

explain ̧ ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΩǎ features as well as guidance on how to stay safe when using it. 

What is it? 

YouTube is a video sharing website and app that allows users to share, view and upload videos via 

mobile, tablet, laptop and desktop computer. In its early format, most videos were uploaded by 

individual users showing home-made footage, but in more recent years, film clips, television 

programmes and music videos have been uploaded by organisations as well as individual users. 

How much does it cost?  

Most of ̧ ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻΣ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅΣ ƛǘ is free to use. There is 

no cost to register or to upload videos and the majority of the videos are free to view. In 2015, 

YouTube announced a paid subscription service called YouTube Red which allows users to watch 

videos without advertising and enables them to save videos on their devices to be viewed offline.  

Does YouTube have any age restrictions? 

You can register for a YouTube account from the age of 13 in the UK. Because YouTube is owned by 

Google, the site uses a Google accounts sign-in system to give you access to all their products such 

as YouTube, Gmail and Google+. When registering, if a date of birth is entered that indicates you are 

below the age of 13, account registration will be disabled.  

Some videos on YouTube have an adult age restriction if YouTube deems them to contain potentially 

inappropriate content. These are only available to registered users who claim to be 18 years old or 

older.   

However, you do not have to register with YouTube to view most videos. If your child is using 

YouTube and is not registered, a warning sign will appear for any video flagged as age-restricted, and 

will ask the user to register to confirm their age. As with most other social media platforms, YouTube 

does not verify the age entered.  
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Warning messages also appear to users registered as 18 or over, indicating that they may find the 

content inappropriate or offensive. YouTube relies on its users to flag content which should be age-

restricted to YouTube moderators, and so the warning message will only appear for content flagged 

by a user and approved for age restriction by YouTube. 

YouTube Live 

YouTube has a specific area of the site that allows viewers to watch, create and upload live videos. 

Live videos are created in real time and can be instantaneously streamed on YouTube without 

editingΦ ±ƛŜǿŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƭƛǾŜ ǾƛŘŜƻΩǎ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ǘŀōΩ. Various media outlets 

such as Sky and BBC  have Live channels on YouTube. Individual users with YouTube channels can 

also create live videos and share their own content. Content in Live videos is moderated in the same 

ǿŀȅ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎΦ ¦ǎŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŦƭŀƎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƭŀƎΩ ƛŎƻƴ Φ When a 

video is flagged, YouTube staff review the content and decide whether the content violates YouTube 

Community Guidelines . YouTube may then decide to apply age-restrictions to the video or remove 

the video from YouTube.  Advice on how to flag a video is discussed in greater detail below.  

 

 



 

 
Page 3 of 8 

Thinkuknow Parents and Carers to YouTube 

Should I be concerned about YouTube as a parent/carer? 

Several features of Youtube could present as potential risks to children and young people:  

¶ Viewing content 

¶ Sharing of information and images 

¶ Connecting to other users they do not know  

¶ Cyber bullying 

YouTube hosts content you may deem inappropriate for your children, including videos that 

containing violence, scenes of a sexual nature or bad language. YouTube has Ψcommunity guidelinesΩ 

about what content ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǇƭƻŀŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊŜŀƪǎ 

these guidelines will be removed or become age-restricted.  These can be found at: 

https://www.youtube.com/yt/policyandsafety/en-GB/communityguidelines.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

YouTube provides a flagging system where a user may choose to flag a video they have seen that 

they think is inappropriate and/or in breach of the community guidelines. A video which has been 

flagged will be reviewed by YouTube staff who will decide whether it violates the guidelines. If so, 

YouTube will either remove the video or age-restrict it.   
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YouTube shows a thumbnail image of the content of each video to allow viewers to see a brief image 

of what the video contains to help them decide if they want to watch it. Even if a video is blocked to 

a user because they are under-18, they are still able to see a thumbnail image of the video, which 

may contain an image unsuitable for children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YouTube will also recommend videos based on a userΩǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ, and even educational videos 

regarding sex can lead to inappropriate still images appearing from other videos in the 

ΨǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΩ ƭƛǎǘ. YouTube also Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨŀǳǘƻǇƭŀȅΩ, where suggested videos will 

appear on tƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ όƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǳǇ ƴŜȄǘΩύ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ 

ƻŦ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻΦ !ǳǘƻǇƭŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻŦŦ ōȅ ΨŘŜǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ 

autoplay icon.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing Content (YouTube channels) 

A user needs to have a ΨYouTube channelΩ in order to upload videosΦ ! ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ ƛǎ ŀ ǳǎŜǊΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ όǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǇǊƻŦƛƭŜΩ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ display their 

username and any other user information entered, their videos, activity streams, comments and 


