
History Knowledge Organiser 
Florence Nightingale – How did Florence Nightingale change 

nursing forever?

Timeline

Key Vocabulary Definition 

Victorian era A period of time between 1837-1901 when 
Queen Victoria was the queen of England. 

Crimean War A war that was fought between 1853 and 1856
in Russia. On one side were Britain, France, and 
Turkey, and on the other side was Russia.

injured Hurt or harmed by something or someone. 

soldiers A person who fights as part of an army. 

medicine A pill or liquid taken to prevent or cure an 
illness. 

cleanliness When there is no dirt, dust, stains or smells.  

heroine A brave woman who we admire. 

bookworm Someone who reads a lot!

I should already know:

How nurses help us. 
That life was different in the past. 

This will help me in the future:

Understand how hospitals changed 
because of events in the past.

Exciting Books

Greater Depth Challenge

Who was Mary Seacole? How was 
she similar and different to Florence 
Nightingale? 

1820 1851 1853 1854 1855 1859 1883 1910

Florence 
was born 
in  
Florence, 
Italy. 

Florence 
became a 
nurse.

The 
Crimean 
War 
started. 

Florence 
travelled to 
Turkey and 
made sure 
the 
hospitals 
were clean. 

Florence 
came 
back to 
England 
as a 
heroine. 

Florence 
opened a 
training 
school 
for 
nurses in 
London. 

Queen 
Victoria 
awarded 
Florence 
the Royal 
Red 
Cross.

Florence 
died aged 
90. 

Amazing fact!

Florence Nightingale could speak four 
languages! 


